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HE GRACIOUS PORCH OF The ink was barely dry on the 1982
the Old Chase manor documents creating the Napa Vall
house in California’s American Viticultural Area when
Napa Valley is an open- connoisseurs began to dissect
sided ballroom with ‘ !
columns and low walls
of blue stone. Behind it
soars the red-rock palisade called Stags
Leap. Before it, the idyllic estate vineyard
of Stags Leap Winery falls gently away quadrant. Named for the monolitt
toward the valley floor. palisade that dominates the one-
This is one of the venues where wine r
lovers convene each spring to taste
the latest vintage o1’ Stags LLeap Uistrict
Cabernet Sauvignon at a series of Vineyard
to Vintner (V2V) tastings and wine-paired
feasts hosted by the district’s Winegrqﬁvers
Association. A major goal of many ,
attendees is to get an inside track on rare
and fabulous Cabernets called the Stags

Leap District Appellation Collection, which
is released each autumn. Comprising 15
bottles of elite cuvées — one Cabernet from
each of the association’s members — the
Appellation Collection is availableina
limited quantity (just 300 cases) for $1,200
on a first-come-first-served basis.
The Collection making its debut this
October is more than just an assemblage of
Napa Valley s finest Cabernet Sauvignons.
Like 11 previous offerings, it is a sensory
exploration of the Stags Leap area terroir,
and a convincing statement of the quahty
of the area’s vineyards and wineries. But
this year, for the first time, all of the Wmes
are from the same vintage (2004), m.
this collection a kind of liquid portrait
showing many expressions of a grea Wme
dlSH‘lCt in one growing season. ~
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e 2008 Appellation Collection, 15 Stags Leap Cabernet

Sauvignons from the 2004 vintage, is one of the most impressive

o date, as a group. But to my taste, these are four standouts. — R.S.

Pine Ridge
A superb
balance
between
bright,
focused
Cabernet fruit
and unctuous
chocolaty
notes.

Robert
Sinskey
RSV

An almost
unbelievably
sensual
complex of
lip-smacking
fruit and silky
texture.

Shafer One
PointFive
Remarkable
purity,
intensity, and
suppleness.

Order the Appellation
Collection and register
for a V2V online at
stagsleapdistrict.com.
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