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DO BLONDES
REALLY TIAVE

MORE FUN?
"#



AWine-
Infused
Girls'
Getcrwcly

SET AM]D LUSH VINE-COVERED HILLS ON SILVERADO TRAIL,
the Stags Leap District in Napa Valley produces some of the
most diverse, full-bodied Cabernet Sauvignons in the world-
providing the perfect backdrop for one of Women & Wine,s
epicurean outings. 1l A lavish three-day tour kicks off with
a cave tasting at the Baldacci Family Vineyards, celebrating
Iocal women winemakers from CIos Du Val and Chimney
Rock to Regusci. The following days'highlights are behind-
the-scene tours with vintners at Shafer, Acme Fine Wines,
and Cliff Lede vineyards in Yountville; chocolate and wine
pairing discussions at Woodhouse Chocolates in St. Helena;
cooking demonstrations at Pine Ridge Winery, including a rare
barrel tasting, and culminating with a sublime six-course meal
(with pairings, of course) at secluded Meadowood Resort. !l
"We want women to feel empowered and knowledgeable,

rather than intimidated, when ordering from a sommelier or
purchasing from their local vendor," says Women & Wine,s

fulie Brosterman, founder of the two-year-old, L.A.-based
organization. "It's about finding your own voice in the glass-

not about scores or ratings." Women & Wine Weekends start at

$1,79 5 / person, 87 7-80,4WINE ; womenwine.com. cARoLE DtxoN

MOST IMPROVED

Napa Val  ey 's

Auberge du Soleil

underwent

extens ve renovat lons,  inc lud ng the

add l t i on  o f  two  new  ma i sons .  Come

summer ,  a  m i l l i on -do l l a r  r enova t i on

to  t he  poo l  a rea  w i l l  be  comp le ted .

aubergedusoleil.com c TheBiltmore

Santcr B<rrbqrq, a Four Seasons

resort ,  spent  $24OM in renovat lons,

abou t  a  m i l l r on  do l l a r s  pe r  r oom.

They've upgraded the lO,OOO-

square-foot  spa and t ropical  gardens.

fourseasons,com o S.B.'s 93-year-

old El  Enccnto Hotel  is  c losed unt i l  fa l l  2OO8 to restore

i t s  
- 9  ^ i s t o . i c  co t t ages ,  i n t r oduc  ng  f  ' ve  new  v i l l a s .

elencantahotel.com o Auberge Resort's Espercnzcr

i n  Ba ja ,  Mex i co  w i l l  be  c l os i ng  m id - Ju l y  t h ru  November

to  expand  t he  spa  and  add  cas i t as  and  i n f i n i t y  ho t

tuos to more rooms. esperanzaresort.com o Pa m

Desert's Mirqmonte Resort crnd Spc has undergone

$ lOM i n  l uxu r rous  imp rovemen ts .  Cbeck  ou t  t he

new  spa ,  The  We l l ,  wh i ch  o f f e r s  i ndoo r  and  ou tdoo r

sui tes.  miTamonteresort .com .  An $l1M renovat ton

has added f ive oceanside sui tes to L.A. 's  Porto l ino

Hotel  & Ycrcht  Club.  The pool ,  f i tness center  and

adjacent .nar ina have al '  oeer refu.b isheo as we L

hotelportof ino,com .  Seek romant ic t ranqui l i ty  in

the renovated,  organical  y- inspired rooms of  Post

Rcrnch Inn,  and,  come summer,  beside the new pool .

postranchinn.com o S.D.'s 96-year-old US Grcnt Hotel

lnvested $52M to restore i ts  grandeur.  usgrant .net

NEW HOTELS UP AND DOWN THE STATE

The sevenrh ourposr in Cal i forr ia,  Four Secrsons

West lckeVi l lage,  is  now home to the largest  spa rn L.A.

County. fourseasons.com o The cliff-front cottages

of  Mendocino's Her i tcge House Inn boast  modern

ameni t ies and t radi t ional  charm. her i tagehouseinn.com

o Wlth a 17,OOO-square-foot  roof top bar,  four- level

n i gh t c l ub ,  poo l ,  sundeck  and  su l t r y  l ounge ,  San  D iego ' s

$85M IvyHotel  opens th is spr ing.  lvyhotelcom o

From Auberge Resorts,  Solcrge Ccl is togc opens th is

summer  w i t h  v i ews  o f  t he  Pa i i sades  Moun ta i ns

and  soak ing  poo l s  t apped  f r om l oca l  sp r i ngs ,  ba lanc tng

env i r onmen ta  sus ta i nab i l i t y  and  ene rge t i c  coo  ness .

solagehotels.com o New York-based Thomoson Hotels

cha ln  has  opened  i t s  t h i r d  Ca l i f o rn i a

ocation, Thompson Beverly Hills.

h o I lywoo d roos eve I t.c o m

Z INZ I  EDMUNDSON AND

JESSICA  PARKER

I? B c

JET SET
CARRY-ON COMPLIANT
Whi le a i rport  t rash bins
host some of the hottest
dumpster d iv ing in town
(La Mer cream, anyone?),
beauty companies have
taken note.  The solut ion:
chF TSA-compl iant
cof,metic kits. Look for

,,,,i ' irihi versions of already
skincare l ines,  l ike

Chcnteccille Titcnium

Kit ($29O, Neiman


