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STARTED THINKING ABOUT YOUR 2006 TRIP TO CALIFORNIA'S PREMIER WINE COUNTRY?
HERES EVERYTHING YOU NEED T0 KNOW BEFORE YOU G0, BvAnthonvHead

ne of the most significant events in
Napa Valley history took place in
1976. And it happened in Paris.
There was a tasting that matched
California wines against specracu-

lar world-class offerings from Burgundy and
Bordeaux. But-and this is the significant part-
this was a blind tasting; the judges didn't know
which wines were in their glasses. When the tast-
ing was over, the French judges, who were cer-
tain that they were praising their own country's
wines, had actually chosen a Chardonnay and a
Cabernet Sauvignon from Napa Valley as rhe
best in show. The world of wine has never been
the same.

Since then the area just north of San Francisco
has developed quite rapidly, with hundreds of
wineries dotting the numerous towns, and acres
upon acres of vineyards carpeting the gentle con-
tours of the valleys. While some attention has

recently turned toward other California appella-
t ions ( l ike those in Paso Robles or Santa
Barbara), Napa Valley remains the place with
the most recognition. There are good reasons,
too. While I could go into great detail about
topography) terroir,and tannins-not to mention
microclimates, meso-climates, and an apparent
unlimited number of soil types-I don't want to
intimidate you from going. Wine is meanr ro be
enjoyed, so just remember there's a real sweet
spot here for Cabernet Sauvignon and
Chardonnay grapes.

This special travel section contains the kind of
information you need to finally put togerher that
wine country getaway you've been just thinking
about for too long. We found some wonderful
wineries to visit, restaurants to indulge in, and
places to lay your head after a long and enjoyable
outing. It's 805 Liuing's guide to rhe Napa Valley.
(Corkscrew not included.)
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application of grapeseed oil; or the Cascading Stone Massage, in

which a pair of therapists uses warm basalt and cool marble stones

in a relaxation therapy sesslon.

More active vacationers can hike in the surrounding forest, play

a round of golf on Meadowood's nine-hole course, or take a run at

the wickets on the croquet field.

Staying in step with Napa Valley's wonderful culinary reputation,

there are two dining rooms on the property. While The Grill serves

casual meals and a selection of entr6es for room service, The

Restaurant prepares more sophisticated dishes like tuna tartare, oysters

on the half shell, and pan-seared prawns with citrus pearl couscous.

When paired with a wine from Meadowood's very well-endowed

cellar, such fare makes dressing up for dinner truly a special occasion.

If you're not careful, you might find yourself on the last day of

your vacation having never left Meadowood. And yet, somehow,

you will still have experienced some of the best of the Napa Valley.

Meadouood is located in St. Helena; call 800-458-8080 or ukit

wuu.meado*ood.com.

Poetry Inn
One of the newest properties in the Napa Valley represents

some of the most sublime accommodations to be found in any wine

country. The Poetry Inn opened in early 2005 in the revered Stags

Leap district. It boasts the only public accommodations in this

area, and it is a perfect place to call home while undertaking your

tasting adventures. There are only three rooms in this hillside inn,

and all feature exquisite views of the vineyards below. Each is

named for a famous poet-Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, and
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Meadowood

Meadowood is one of the best properties for wine country

excursions. This prestigious estate is part of the Relais & ChAteaux

group, which represents luxury hotels around the world.

Meadowood is their Napa Valley gem, surrounding visitors with

an exclusive and sophisticated style of pampering.

After pulling off the Silverado Trail, it's just a short winding

drive past vineyards to the reception area. The road allows guests to

see the pool and tennis courts as well as some other features on the

property, but mostly the drive just seems to initiate the decompression

phase. Housed in a low-slung wood and stone lodge with a roaring

fireplace and large comfortable sofas that look especially inviting

after a long drive, guests can spread out and enjoy fresh coffee and

tea before heading to their rooms. The lodge is also the location for

regu la r  a f te rnoon w ine  tas t ings .

With well-manicured areas blending into the forested sur-

roundings, Meadowood's grounds are gorgeous all year long. The

New England-style cottages are hidden away in small, secluded

ciusters around the hilly 250-acre property, where serenity and

quiet seem to just pour forth from the woods. Rooms are spacious

with high, exposed-beam ceilings while large windows and French

doors open out onto the trees. Most have fireplaces and large bal-

conies and all have understated country elegance.

Meadowood's full-service spa is an indulgent destination for

relaxation. There's a team of personal trainers and yoga instruc-

tors, as well as spa specialists who can lead guests through such

treatments as the Cabernet Crush, with warm Cabernet grapeseed

polish used to exfoliate the skin, followed by a light massage and
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Robcrt Louis Stevenson ancl each is appointecl r.r , i th a king bed

ancl other amenit ies thet wi l l  excite your inner muse.

Rooms have fireplaces ancl flat-scree n televisions as ."r'ell as private

terraces u'ith lots ofsp:rce to spre:rd out your neurlv accluircd bottled

treasures. There are massive marble bathrooms thet house cnormous

soaking tubs, indoor and outdoor shou,ers, and fr-r l l -size double

vanlty areas.

Pcrhaps most special is the service; the innkeeper *, i l l  conr:rct you

bcfbre vour arr ival to ensure that the t inv personalizecl cletai ls, fbr

exarnple foocl concerns or fhbric al lcrgics, arc:r lrca,l1' t lkcn cerc o1-.

In thc mornings, enjov r r 'varming three-course breakfest, and in the

efternoons, thc front balcony is the place for al fresco lvine:rncl chccse.

C)ne last thing: Ask to poke around the wine rcxrm. You'll find bottlcs

therc thrt are only rumored to exist ancl vou can purchase thern. Poettl,

Inn is loc'ctted in Napa; call 707-911-0616 or uisit laLula.Poctrytnn.(om.

Bordeaux Flouse
Bordeaur  House is  an  inv i t ing  rec l  b r ick  inn  w i th  charming

Brit ish ancl French inf luences. Conve nie nt ly loc:rtecl in the center of

Younf ille, guests have easy access to nearb,v r,vineries and restaur:rnts.

Yountville's central vallev locatiorr also places visitors in e grcet pc,sitic,n

to easi ly explorc any area of the surrouncl ing r,vine countrv. There

arc sir guest rooms in the n-rain bui lcl ing featuring Cali fornia king

beds with clon,n cornfbrtcrs, arched n'inclou's overlooking thc gardcns,

luncl :Lir concl i t ioning. You c:rn ask fbr one of the nvo rooms rn the

Watcr To\\'er for a bit more privacy. Bordeaux Hr,,nse is ktcated in

Yo rut t u i / I e ; c a I I 8 0 0 -67 7 -6 J 7 0 or a is i t u tu u. b o rdett ux ho u-t c. cont.
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Blackbird Inn
If 1'ou love Clalifbrnia's siElnature stvle of home. then book r''oursclf

into this century-old Crafisrnrn. I t  is a rust ic but elegant inn r 'r ' i th

eight rooms. (NIany have gas f ireplaces rncl s;ra tubs.) The

i l lackbird is in a great location ftrr cxploring the ton'n of N:rpa and

it 's also close to the COPIA center fbr f i rocl,  r ' r ' inc. ancl rrts.

B /ac f tb i rd  Inn  i . s  loc t t ted  in  Nt tpa ;  ca / l  888-567-9811 or  u is i r

u tu u. b I a c l1b ird i nn n aP n. com..

Af-fordable, convenient accornmoclat ions crn l lso be fbuncl at

River Terrace Inn (in Napa, 707-)20-9000 or u,u'ut.tiutttrna,t-

inn.cont); EuroSpa & Inn ( in Ca/istoga,707-912-6,329 or

u)tuu).eurosPu.com); tnd Chien Illttnc (in Calistoga, 800-676-1205 ot

tutu ttt.chienb lan c.com) .
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Sterling Vineyards offers a unique perspective on the area by
offering an ae rial tram ride ($15) to its Mediterranean-sryle winery.
Perched high in Calistoga, Sterling's hilltop location provides
panoramic views and three tasting rooms. The reserve Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot are always exceptional here. The self-guided
winery tour is an educational way to see the winemaking process at
a leisurely pace. This is a popular destination, so consider making it the
first stop ofthe day.Call800-726-6136or uisit rututu.sterlinguineyards.com.

Bennett Lane was founded in 2003 in Calistoga, a peaceful
region of the Napa Valley that lies in the shadow of Mount St.
Helena. Producing only about 10,000 cases per year, Bennett Lane
offers wonderful versions of Cabernet Sauvignon and

Chardonnay. Their Maximus (what they call a "feasting 
wine") is

a non-traditional blend of Cabernet, Syrah, and Merlot. They also
have a great interactive program, Put a Cork in It, where groups
of six to l0 wanna-be winemakers blend and bottle their own
wine. Phone ahead to make a reservarion for blendins. Call 707-
942 -6482 or uisit ouwcu.bennettlane.com.

Grgich Hills is a rrue piece of Napa Valley history. Remember
that monume nral 1976 rasting in Parisl Mike Grgich was the
winemaker who crafted rhe 1973 Chateau Montelena Chardonnay
that beat the best French whites and brought unprecedented atten-
t ion to Cali fornia wines. You can taste Grgich's curre nt
Chardonnay and much more ar his Rutherford tastinq room.
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Arrnchair
Can't get to the Napa Vailey soon enough? Here are 1 5 bot|es to buyrgnt nOw

D.R. Stephens L,statc l0(l l tr, l ixrst Vrrl ley \l incvrrd
( l r l r rn r t  Sar rv rgnor r  1 ! f  1 t ) ( i )

For  r  rc ; t l  r ; .1 r r rge .  i t ' s  her r l  to  bcr t  th is  rcc l ' s  c la rk

choco le tc ,  t ( ' i t s tc ( l  o rk ,  rnc l  1 ; lucbcr r i cs  l l i r v  i t  nou ,

anr : l  ce l la r  i t  t i r  a  l i :u ' r 'e r rs .

Il lackbird Vineyards l00l ( )ak Knoll i,{crlrt ($70)

\ , ru ' l l  l r r r , c  to  hnr r r  ln rJ  gc t  to  t l re i r  u .cb  s i te
( r i .u  r i  b lackb i rc l r i r i cv l r r l s  coLn)  to  Lescrvc  r  l to t t le

l ' , ' , . r ,  I l r - r  . ' l l  f l r  : ' r l r r .  l i r r r  r , , r r ' l l  t h , ' r k  r r , ,  r , 1 , ,  r r

t  oLr  pn11 the  cork

Shafer lf){}.1 \apr Vallol Nk:rkrt ($.1-f )
f l cau t i l i r l l r  c r i l c i re r l .  th is  i s  rn  c rqu is i te  r r r r rp lc  o f
u  hv  Shr lc r  i s  so  rcspcc tcd  bv  rv incr rakcrs  Therc

erc  iusc ious  r la rk  l t l l r  o r  s  e l l  o r  e r  th is  one

I-es'is 101)' l r.-rpl Veller Oharrlonnel, ($-10)
' l ' h is  

n t : t ss i rc  Ohar t l rx l ra l ,  i s  to t r l11 '  ( l r r l i fo rn ia  i l

rrs bigncss Toastccl ork, honcr.,, lrrcl n,as l lrat

t , r f+ l :c i  l i nscr  on  thc  pa l r r te

Napanook l0()l ( lrrbr:mct Saulignon ($-l[])

Th is  l j l e l r ,  ( lab  conres  f iom rhr  supcrb  2 tX lJ  s i : rson

o l - i i r f rnse  f ru i t  I )ec r rn t  th is  u , in r :  bc l i re  scn , ing  to
.  \ l  I i (  i l c .  , i l  \ \ l  l i , \ r , i i l , , , - f l , r , , , r .

Nli l ler l{}01 \rpr \rr1lc1. I lrookside \ ' ' inevard
\ \  r  l r  ' 5 { \ '

\ \ ' i rh  i t s  b ig  bu t  bahrccd  tas t i : .  th is  i s  snooth

rnough to  d r ink  no l '  bu t  vou  c ln  cc l la r  i t  f i i r  r

couple r,rers l irr crcn bettcr stuil ' .

Frog's Leap l0f)-l N.lerkrt (i$l-1)

{) lc  hunclrer l  l rcrccnt  \ fcr lot  br ings pl i r r r r  r r r rL
other t l r rk l iu i t  l lerors to thc:  tablc This is  r  rcr t '
r l r inkeble \ f  inc r ighr 1ro\ \ ' .

Rnscnblum Cellars Ill()I licncfick \rinq,arrI
( }bcrnct  Franc (x i13)

Tlr is  r ich red n i r r r : ,  l rvcrccl  , rnr l  conrplcr .  is  e lot  of
i:un to tlrink.

Hal l  l0{)1 \ rpa \ i r r l [ : : r ,  Sruvignorr  ] l l rnc ($18)

I f  vou crn st i l l  l ind th is gcnr.  i ts  i lnc nr incral  notcs
euhrncc pinh grapcf iu i t  end nrelon f lavors

jade Nlountain 20i) l Nrpl \:ellrv Svr:rh ($2E)
A tinr, bit of Viognicr aclcls uncx|cctcr{ cornpleri-
t \ ,  to thc c lovcs,  r larh chocolafc.  ent l  h lacl< pcppcr
hc r c . ' l " h i s  i s ; r  g r c r t  b r . r t t l c  l i r r  p r i u l t r v  r l i s I c s ,
cspccir l ly  t rn-kcv.

ClosPegase l1){}{ \litsulo Virtcyrrtl ( llrarilxrnry ($?1)

This sof i  and al lur ing l , inc has hints of  storc i ru i t
e:r r l  r rokl 'or l i

Beaulieu Vinevard 2001 Nrpa Vallcv Cabernct
Srur, ignon ($ I  7)
-l-rv 

this n,ith grillcd llrnb or nraybc l Tuscrn
Pccor ino cheesc.

Rutherford Hil l 2{X}+ Itos(: of \ lcrlor ($15)

Onc o f  t l r c  r rnc lc r : rpprcc i l t r : r l  u , ines  o1-  r i r r r  t in rc  i s

ros( .  L -v ing  s r imeu,hcLe Jc l i c i t ius lv  bc tu  c rn  r  rcd

and a  r .h i tc^  th js  i s  so  rc f resh ing  u 'h rn  thc  Sant l

. \ r r . r  r r  r r r ' l *  \ \ ' . r  I  l i l  l l l '  I  l t r '  - \  - | :  r l - . .

So la r is  l i )O1 Nr ipa  Ya l lq ,  Spcc i r l  Rc lcesc

Z in i lnL ic l  ($11)

Lookrng l i r r  I  g r r :a t  Z in  u , i th  r i ch  rnc l  pc l ) l )c r \ ,

n . r tcs  r t  th is  p r icc i  ( i rab  r r  coup lc  o f  bo t t l cs  to  he11r

\  rxnn  up  thc  coo le r  rnonths

Beringer -?01)-l Napa \' 'al lt: i '  Sru, igrr,rn l l l lnc ($12)

l -c rnon zcs t  end .g repr : f iu i t  t l r tncss  conrb inc  u  i th

ear thy  rnd  sp icv  f rcshncss  in  th is  u ' inc ,  r  g re i r t

r alLrc fi ir sr-rch coruplexitv.

Tcrcl:rv, he rvorks only ' ,r ' i th organical ly g16q'1 grrpes to produce
elegant r. i . ines that irre r ich rnd b:r l : inced. There is elso r lantasric
F'unr6 Bhnc, a rcf ieshingly l ight n'hite n' inc rhat 's :r  rcr l  pr icle of
the n.incrv. Ca// 800-5J2,J057 or uisit uuut.grgiclt.cont

Cli f f  Lede is krcatecl in rhe beauti ful Stags Lcap cl istr ict,  consicl-
erccl bv many to bc the prccrninent appellat ion of Nap:r \ral lev. To
complcment i ts spectacular vineyarcl surroundings, the u' incrv has
crcatecl a stunning tast ing area. A large, luxurious test i l tg r.ont is
con-rfbrtablv appointecl fbr enjoying Cli fT I-ecle's clarct (theirs is :r
blencl of N1erlot,  Cabernet Sauvignon, and Cabernct Franc) and
tfre del iciouslv comPle x Poctry (a blcncl of ( labe rnet Sauvigr-ron,
NIcrlot,  ( labernet Franc, N,[albec, ancl Peti t  \rerclot).  There is also
:r|r  outcloor courtvar( l  $r i th contelnporary sculptures ln<l :rn art
gellerv that makc lirr an cxquisire afiernoon str<t\|. Call 707,911-8612
ot t,i-;it tt,tuzu.r Iffiedeuineyards.cont.

Frank Family Vineyards rs ccrtainly a great destinarion f irr
chanrpagne lovers. From thcir cr isp Blanc de Blancs, madc f ior l
l0() perccnt Charclonn:,1y, to the ful l- f lavorcd Rouge. m:rcle from
100 perce nt Pinot Noir,  there are plenty of bubbles to t icl i le anyorrc's
f:rno'.  ln adcl i t ion to enjof ing a f l ight 6f sparkl ing u, ines, d6n'r
nriss thcir C)h:rrdonnay-gne of Cali fornia's best. Loc:rtecl i '
Oal istoga, the iaci l i t ies are i l rnong r l-re oldcst in Napa Vallev. I ts

trst ing roorn is lorv-kev, q,hich is hou'thev l ike i t  thcre: n-rore

rttention is given to the ."r ' ines. They l lso arc one of the fcr.v

remaining rvineries offerrng free tast ings. Ca// 707-912-()859 ot ui-; i t

u, u, u.fi zm 4ftt n i ly u i n e y u rd s. c. om.

Pine Ridge u.rs l i runrlccl in 1978 anrl has atrr inct. l  :r  grear replr,

tat ion in thc Strgs Leap cl istr ict.  Thcir portfcr l io include s ar.r,urcl-n in,

ning C)abernet Sauvignon (try to get aholcl ofthe 2001 i fvou can)

rs u'el l  :rs their , \ndrus Reserve, a r ich, si lkv blcnd of Cabernet

Sauvignon, Nlerlot,  ( labernet Franc, Perir \rcrclot,  and N{albec

Ask rbout cooking classes at Pinc Riclge u' i th chcf Eric Meczko, a

bright cul in:rry talent and knowleclgeablc guicle to f irod :rnd lr , ine

priring C a | / 7 07 -2. 5 J -7 5 00 o r uis i t 111 11t11,. p i n e ridgc u i n e t y,.cot t t.

Also keep in rnind Palmaz Vineyards (707-226,5587 or

1u1t/1u.ptrlmazuinel,ards.t'cnt), the worltl's largest uncle rgrouncl u'ineryi

Terra Valentine (707,967-8i1() or rataru.terraualcntine.t'otn ), .t St.

Helena sccret with Pinot Noirs :rncl Cabernet S:ruvignons so good
yoLr \\'on't \,\'rrnt to tell anvone r,l'here you fbuncl them; Mondavi
(888-766-6I2,8 or uruu,.robertntondttuiuinery.ttm), bccause Roberr

\4ond:rvi \ \ 'as truly rn innor' :r t6r in the f ield anrl  his g' ines sh11n, i t ;

r ncl Viader ( 7 07 -96 J, J 8 1 6 o r tuu, tt. uiader.con ), *,ith such i ntenselv

f lavored wine s that i t 's u'orth f inci ing this out-of -the ,n' :r-r '  r ,r , ine rr ' .
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The French Laundry
Chef Thomas Keller's elegant restaurant is considered the epitome

of Napa Valiey dining. After experiencing one of the five- or nine-

course prix-fixe menus of exquisite contemporary FrencVCalifornian

cuisine , there's no doubt that the food lives up to the acclaim. Note :

Reservations are taken two months to the date in advance. The

French Laundry is located in Yountuille; call 707-944-2380 or ukit

u., tu t u fr e n c h la un dry. c om.

Bouchon
Forgot to make your reservations at The French Laundryl You

can probably score a table at Thomas Keller's less formal French

bistro, located just a few blocks down. The seasonal menu almost

always has leg of lamb, quiche, and roast chicken, but check out

the blackboard for the day's fresh seafood and other savory items.

Bouchon is located in Yountuille; call 707-944-8037 or uisit

t u tu t u.fre nc h la un dry. com / b o uc hon / b o uc lt o n. h tm.

Martini House
Don't let the name fool you. This is a great restaurant for wine

lovers. The inte rnational bottles here are among the best around-

and the inventive New American dishes are, too. Specialties (like

salmon paired with duxelles sauce, potato puree, and chanterelles)

are prepared from a plentitude of locally produced ingredients.

Martini House k located in St. Helena: call 707-963-2233 or uisit

tu tu tu.m art i n i ho us e. com.

The Restaurant at Domaine Chandon
This is the best fine dining at a winery in Napa Valley. Not only

is the ambiance sublime and romantic, but chef Chris Manning's

innovative New Californian cuisine-like rabbit and foie gras terrine

or fava bean ravioli with black truffles-is very exciting. Don't pass

up the chance to pair a course or two with Domaine Chandon's

sparkling and varietal wines. The Restaurant at Domaine Clzandon

is located in Yountuille; call 800-736-2892 or uisit tututu.chandon.com.
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Wine Spectator Greystone Restaurant
Located on The Culinary Institute of America's stunning cam-

pus (which hosts public cooking demonstrations and other special

events), the Wine Spectator Greystone Restaurant serves highly

regarded Californian cuisine. Great dishes include prosciutto-

wrapped trout stuffed with crab; and Pacif ic Rim-inspired

steamed halibut with ginger, Asian greens, and black mushrooms.

The Wine Spectator Greystone Restaurant is located in St. Helena; call

7 07 -9 67 - 1 0 1 0 or u i s i t ru w r,u. c i a c h ef. e du / r es ta uran ts / t'u s gr.

Brannan's Grill
With a huge fireplace, this large, comfortable restaurant with a

polished American frontrer appearance serves excellent food from

chef foel Ehrlich. Hearty \Mestern cuisine, like roast duck breast

with Yukon gold potato galette or saut6ed baby abalone with

Meyer lemon risotto, are enough to fuel more winery outings.

Brannan's Grill is located in Calistoga; call 707-942-2233 or uisit

w w tu. b ra nnans gr i I l. com.

Tra Vigne
This venerable northern Italian restaurant serves great Tuscan

favorites like wood-oven roasted catch-of-the-day with lemon'

parsley, and olive oil, and spicy pork sausage with charred cherry

tomatoes and basil. Tra Vigne is located in St. Helena; call 707'963-

4444 or uisit cuwtu.ffauignerestaurant.com.

Great meals can also be found at All Seasons Caf6 (in Calistoga,

707-942-9111); Napa General Store Caf6 (in Napa, 707-259-0762);

Bistro Don Giovanni (in Napa, 707-224-3300 or oucuu.bistrodongio-

uanni.com); Bistro leanty (in Younruille, 707-944-0103 or

tuturu. bistroj eanty.com) ; and Rutherford Grill (in Rutherfor d, 7 07'

963-1792). But i fyou're just craving a iuicy burger or a f ish taco

with a milk shake, don't head home without trying Taylor's

Refresher (in St. Helena, 707-963-3486) .

in ilapa \rall*y, llt*ia arc neily pl*{lis iN
eilieliit rar{i{i fi *xlrailiii]rafir lJibies
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lf you really want to see the Napa Valley,
it from a hot-air balloon.

Ylu car alvray$ drive ylurself rp and dlwn lligh'nvay 29, ths $ilvradl Tra.il, ailC lh.) meiry winllir{) tilLlnfy 1;3ig
3ul lhel* ar* 0tH0r oillims iiral rray be lllle clnveilieilt, anC snmetim*s arc jrst rnre fur

Leave the Driving to Them
Sometimes the best way to see wine country is by letting some-

one else lead the way. Tour companies have great relationships

with the wineries, know their way around, and won't be drinking

along the way.

California Wine Tours

Don't know where to go firstl This full-service company has

pre-arranged itineraries that visit some of Napa Valley's well-

known wineries. This is a nice option for anyone just starring out

and it's a good choice if you're looking to meet other wine-lovers along

the way. C a ll 800 -294-63 86 or uisit tur.uw.califurniaouinetours.com.

Sonoma Wine Tours by Soussan

Don't let the name bother you: This private tour company spe-

cializes in Napa as well as Sonoma, and it helps both beginners and

experts find the !s51 v/ins5-\^/hether that means the big reds, the

dry whites, or everything in between. They'll customize each trip

according to the guests'  desires. Call  707-542-5219 or uisi t

tu /,u ru,s o us s ans u.t tn e t o urs. com.

The Wine Tutor
lohn Thoreen is one of the most celebrated Napa Valley wine

educators. His services are definitely for visitors who already know

their Pinot Noir from their Pinot Meunier and are ready to elevate

their knowledge to sommelier status. Thoreen can get you where

you need to go, including extremely hard-to-get-into wineries.

C a | | 7 07 -7 J 8-5 274 or uis i r w u tu. tu i n et utot'.co m.

Staying on Track
The Napa Valley Wine Train winds right through the heart of

the Valley and has several enticing diversions, including stops at

specific wineries for private tours and tastings. There are also din-

ner theater productions, concerts, and special events for holidays.

Call 800-127-4124 or uisir uww.winetain.com.

Up, Up, and Away...
If your goal is to really see the Napa Valley, then don't miss your

chance to take it all in from the air. Hot air ballooning is a great

way to see the fabled vineyards, hills, and scenery while gently

floating on the winds 2,000 feet up. Check out Balloons Above The

YaIley ( 800 -464-6824 or tutut u. balloonrides.com) and Bonaventura

Balloon Company (800-359-6272 or uwu.bonauenturaballoons.com).
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On the

Jannary 28: St. Helena Wine Auction
(lclcbrit l chcfs ancl n'incmakers join togethcr l ir

th is  cvcn t  a t ' l ' r inchcro  Frn t i l y  P ,s ta tes  to  ra is t :

rroncl f irr St. Hclcna pr-rblic schools. Csll 707-

!)67 2712, ett 155

|anuary 28-April l : apa Valley

l l u s t a r d  F e s t i v a l

F.rpericncc the Nlpr Vallo' L,lLrstard Festrr.al 's

Ilth annual sr:ason of f i:rod, u,inc, and art, rvhich

cclebratcs thr richness oi the eree- Vineverds and

h r l l . r ' 1 , . . , r e  r i h r : r n t  u i r l r  h l r o l r i r r g  r r  i l d  n r r r . r r r , l .

Cull 7a7-944,1 I lJ ot uisir u'tutu.ntustanlfestiuo.l.org.

fanua11 28 :  Mustard  Mag ie

The ( lu l inar l  Ins t i tu te  r i f  Amer jca  (OIA)  a t
(iro'stonc hosts Nlustxrd \.{agic, thc grancl open-

i r r ;  ,  ' , 1 1  " J  t l r e  \ 1 u s r , ' r ,  l  l - , . r i 1 . , 1 .  T h i r  r . , r r ' '

l . l us t r r r - l  l {as rc  i s  he l< l  in  honor  o f  Ne* , { ) r le rns .
' fhc re 's  

a  gourmet  b r - r lGt  in  the  ( l lAs  impress ive

tcach ing  k i tchen and a  l i ve  euc t ion .  Ca l l  707-9 ,11 ,

I  I  t  <  , , t  t  t : r r  r t  u  t t  tnu : /u t i f rQ r tua l  , , tg -

February 1l: Kissed by an Angel Gala
- l  

h c  \ , r 1 ' .  \  r l l . r  \ l r r r r  u r n  h , r . r '  i r r : r n n u : r l  . \ n g .  I
( ' . r l . r  . r t  \ i . h , r u r u  ( . , , 1 . p , , 1 r  F . r r . r l c  V V i r r c r r  r r i r h

t t t r rs ic . : r  u ' ine  recr :p t io r ,  d inncr , : rnd  l i r ,e  i rn r i

silcnt auctions Cutl 7a7,914-a50(), ext. l. l)0

February  I  l :  Savo l  S t .  Hc lcna

This St. Helcna Chanrber of (lomrnerr:e iulnual

r r r n t  i r  l r e l , l  i r  , 1 , , \ \ n t i , \ \ l r  \ r .  I  l e l r n r  r r n . l  [ c . r

tu res  thc  b r iun t - r '  l ronr  loca l  rcs taurants  and

r r  i n ,  r i . . .  ( ; t l l  7 t l  l r h t  ] q 5 u .

l \ [a rch  l :  D inner  i s  Served

Thc \apr \ial1er, ()pera House Lergue l)inner is

scr \ ,cd  r t  n rore  th ln  30  par r ic ipa t tng  rcs t tu r in ts

rround thc r,alltv. Procceds benefit the \apa

\': l lcl Opcra l louse. Ctl1 707-2514a10 or yi.; it

tt' t t' 4' n,l Pit uu / 1 eyo p era llo u ie.o rg.

Nlarch 5: 28th Annual Kaiser Permanente
Napa Val le l  l \ larathon

Runners cn]oy one ,rl'thc rrost beautifLrl courses
i r r  r h ,  u , r r l , l .  \ l  r ,  t c h u r 3  t l r c  l ,  n t r l r  , , 1  r l r r .  \ . r l , . r
\rellcy n,ine-grr;rving regiorr. Cull 707-255-2609 or
t  t . , i  I  u  t  t  t u . r r u  P t u a  I  l a  1  1 t 7 ,  1  1 ,  1  1  1 1 ,  t 1 t . , , r q .

i l{arch 25: A thste ofYountville

Younn' i l le  shon'crses dei ic ious sanpl ings o1'
restaurrnt  fare.  u, incs,  o l i r ,e o i ls .  ancl  rn icro,
brervs. (.ail 7 07,-911-0901.

May 6: Celehrate the Napa River
t l  i  r l l d r ' : r i r ) i n S : r n , l  c ( l u c . r t i , , l l i r l  r r l r r  r n , u , r r  . e l r

h r r t i , , n  i r c l r r , l s '  r i r r  r  r r . r l k .  . r l , ' r r , :  t h ,  l t i ' ,  r

Trail. clectric bo:rts trips, and live rrusic. Ca// 707-

2 5 4-E520 o t uisit ut u'tt,..fi i.tndso.fth cntporiue r.nrg.

N{ay 20-21: La Strada dell 'Arte Napa Valley
' l  

h i s  I r , r l r . r n  S t r - r t  I ) . r i r r l i n l  F . ' t i r : r l  i r  h e l . l  : r r
(  U l ' [  \ : T h r  . \ r r r e r i c . r r r  ( ] (  n l (  r  I n r  \ \ : i n c .  |  , r o . l  r

thc Arts. Pr fcssional and nonprofessional srreel

peintcrs create chalk :rrt to bcncfit Nerv Tcch

[{igh School. Cttt 7()7-221-87J5.

i J a d  o r  y i 5 1 1  6  4 , 4 . t 1 , 1 1 , a t u i r t l n t t : . , o t n  d t t t t i t ) y . : /

u.,ineauction.uft.

llueut infexntutiort is -rubject to change uithour noritz.
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